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Founded in 2009 in England, MuseumNext brings
together a passionate community of museum
leaders, makers and innovators to ask “what's
next for museums?”

Our events are packed with actionable advice,
giving our delegates the knowledge that they
need to make an impact with their work.

Since 2020 we have used a virtual format for our
events. Initially this was in response to the global
pandemic, but having been forced to pivot to an
online format we found that it greatly expanded
our reach while reducing the barriers to entry.

Over the past few years we have learnt what
makes a great presentation, and in this guide
we share our approach to virtual events.
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A conference that takes place on a screen
is completely different to one being held in
an auditorium and we have found that it
requires a different approach.

Your Presentation

Talks at our events are not live, instead we ask
that speakers pre-record their presentations.

We do this for a number of reasons:

@ Pre-recording means it's less likely that we'll
have any technical issues, avoiding that Zoom
conference classic, “can everybody hear me".

® Pre-recording allows you more than one take.
If you ramble off point, you can easily edit the
talk for a better final presentation.

@ Pre-recording allows you to step away from
your desk to tell your story, or to edit in footage
of your museum, an event or other speakers.

We also ask that speakers don't use a slide deck
to present. By all means show a picture or video
clip, but there are much better ways to tell stories
on-screen then with slides.

In the film to the right you can see our speaker
Emma Gittins from Manchester Museum talking
about how they placed sustainability at the
heart of their new shop.

Emma uses the freedom that a pre-recorded
format offers to tell the story of the project from
the shop floor. Pointing out products and
bringing in two colleagues to share their role

in the redevelopment.

M https://vimeo.com/810577565/770dd 7086
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https://vimeo.com/810577565/770ddf7b86

The films shown to the left show three
approaches to filming MuseumNext talks.

The first presentation from Toby Plant at TELUS
Spark doesn't have an elaborate set up. Most
of the talk he simply speaks to the cameraq, but
with an engaging talk and a few clips edited

in it proves that you can achieve a lot.

The second presentation from Gill Nicol at

MCA Australia is more complicated, and shows
the power of working with colleagues who have
filming and editing skills.

This talk also utilises footage of their programme
and of participants recorded for other purposes.
And it is always worth thinking about what
content already exists which you can reuse.

The third film by New York based designer
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recorded on Zoom for a memorable
presentation.

Putting together a pre-recorded presentation
does require more work. But high quality,
considered storytelling is one of the reasons
that thousands of people attend our events.

This gives you a large audience to hear about
your work, eager to learn from your ideas and
experience.

M https://vimeo.com/793624479

¥ https://vimeo.com/651755003/0f9109c609
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https://vimeo.com/514916280/b6ce453e0a
https://vimeo.com/793624479
https://vimeo.com/651755003/0f9109c6b9�
com/793624479
https://vimeo.com/514916280/b6ce453e0a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlY9pDwGbjw

Going Live

While the presentations at MuseumNext are
pre-recorded, we do wherever possible follow
each presentation with a live Q&A lasting
around ten minutes.

This gives delegates the opportunity to put their
questions to you and makes the event more

engaging.

The process for joining us “on stage” is very
simple and the most import things to remember
are to have a good web connection, be in a
quiet space and to be well lit.

“Has the V&A adopied the BIZOT relawed protocols nowT and does the VEA lehder
agresment default to BIZOT standards as well™ Annlks
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MuseumNext Presentation Checklist

- All talks are pre-recorded 20 minute films

- No bulletpoints, no slides

- Step away from your desk to tell the story

- Think about different voices you might include
- Reuse existing film to add to your presentation
- Think about who can help you to film and edit
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FAQ

When is the deadline for us to receive
pre-recorded MuseumNext presentations?

The hard deadline for presentations is two weeks
before the event. This gives us time to add in
captions, titles and have everything checked by
our tech support team.

We'd encourage speakers to record their talks
earlier, as unforeseen events can get in the way.

What format should the film be?

The screen dimensions should be 16:9, and the
higher the resolution the better (without going
ultra HD). MP4 format is ideal, but we can work
with almost any common film format.

How long should my talk be?

Talks are twenty minutes and Q&A is ten minutes
giving each session a total of 30 minutes. If your
talk is longer than 20 minutes, the Q&A will be
shorter.

Subtitles?

We'll have subtitles added to your presentation.
With this in mind don't put important information
along the bottom of the screen.

It's always useful for us to have a note of any
place names or artists to make sure we spell
these correctly.

Does my talk need to be in English?
Yes, MuseumNext events are always in English.

Do | have to pay to attend the event?

No. All MuseumNext speakers receive a ticket for
the event so that they can enjoy the rest of the
presentations.
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Inspiration

M https://vimeo.com/510746850/2a2464dc60

WS 11k 1o

M https://vimeo.com/809709950/8430bb0430

M https://vimeo.com/794885477/db0e068427
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https://vimeo.com/510746850/2a2464dc60
https://vimeo.com/809709950/8430bb0430
https://vimeo.com/794885477/db0e068427
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M https://vimeo.com/757339785/b83d412de2

W https://vimeo.com/757350658/90eb2fbec

M https://vimeo.com/773790854/1e30a0ec3e
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https://vimeo.com/793613607
https://vimeo.com/757339785/b83d412de2
https://vimeo.com/773790854/1e30a0ec3e
https://vimeo.com/757350658/90eb2fb2ec

Questions

If you have any questions about participating in
MuseumNext, please don't hesitate to contact
Jim Richardson on jim@museumnext.com
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